[Wall text to the left after entering the gallery space:]

Barbara Walker works in a range of media and formats, from paintings on canvas to works on paper and large-scale wall drawings. Growing up in Birmingham, Walker’s experiences have shaped a practice concerned with issues of class and power, gender, race, representation and belonging.

In this body of work titled Burden of Proof (2022- 2023), Walker brings careful attention and visibility to individuals and families affected by the Windrush scandal. The scandal emerged in 2017 when reports revealed the injustices faced by members of the Windrush generation who were denied their lawful immigration status.

In a series of works on paper, Walker centres on ‘the evidence that helped to prove the legitimacy of those the British government had wrongly labelled as undocumented migrants’. Monochromatic portraits are layered over hand drawn reproductions of documents that evidence their right to remain in the UK. Walker’s commitment to illustrating these documents emphasises their value as an extension of the portrait, which she describes as ‘now attached intrinsically to the identity of the subject through their experience of the Windrush scandal’.

Walker’s monumental wall drawings are demanding, physical works. Here, they represent the individuals who have shared their stories with the artist and their powerful presence in the gallery is an important aspect of Walker’s project of ‘making visible’. These drawings will be washed away by the artist at the end of the exhibition, in a gesture signifying erasure and disappearance. Walker invites the viewer to consider the true consequences of political decision making, the complexities of diasporic identity and the struggle for legitimacy.
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[walk clockwise through the space, view artworks in a chronological order:] 

Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 1, 2022

Mixed media with graphite, conté and pastel on paper

Courtesy Sharjah Art Foundation Collection 



Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 2, 2022

Mixed media with graphite, conté and ink on paper

Courtesy the artist and Cristea Roberts Gallery, London 




Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 3, 2022

Mixed media with graphite, conté, charcoal and pastel on paper

Courtesy the artist and Cristea Roberts Gallery, London 



Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 4, 2022

Mixed media with graphite, conté, charcoal and pastel on paper

Courtesy Sharjah Art Foundation Collection 





Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 5, 2022

Mixed media with graphite, conté and ink on paper

Courtesy the artist and Cristea Roberts Gallery, London 



Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 6, 2022

Mixed media with graphite, conté, ink, charcoal and pastel on paper

Courtesy Sharjah Art Foundation Collection 






Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 7, 2022

Mixed media with graphite, conté and pastel on paper

Courtesy Sharjah Art Foundation Collection 



Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 8, 2022

Mixed media with graphite and conté on paper

Courtesy Sharjah Art Foundation Collection 







[Large wall drawing:]

Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 11, 2023

Charcoal, graphite, and conté

Courtesy of the artist 














[Continue clockwise around the space, artworks:] 


Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 9, 2023

Mixed media with graphite and colour pencil on paper

Courtesy the artist and Cristea Roberts Gallery, London 



Barbara Walker
Burden of Proof 10, 2023

Mixed media with graphite and colour pencil on paper

Courtesy the artist and Cristea Roberts Gallery, London 



[Exit via glass doors to the right of the last work.] 
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