Welcome Note
Welcome to Turner Prize 2023, the world’s leading prize for contemporary art and the centrepiece of our centenary celebrations. One of the best-known prizes for the visual arts in the world, the Turner Prize aims to promote public debate around new developments in contemporary British art.

Established in 1984, the prize is named after the visionary painter JMW Turner (1775-1851) and is awarded to a British artist for an outstanding exhibition or other presentation of their work in the previous twelve months. The Turner Prize winner will be awarded £25,000 with £10,000 awarded to the other shortlisted artists. 

The four shortlisted nominees for this year's Turner Prize are Jesse Darling, Ghislaine Leung, Rory Pilgrim and Barbara Walker. Each artist is presenting an exhibition of their work in our galleries, transforming spaces across all three floors of the Towner building.
#TurnerPrize2023 @townergallery  
Turner Prize Jury

Each year an independent jury of contemporary art professionals selects the Turner Prize nominated artists. They meet in December to choose the winner. 

The members of the Turner Prize 2023 jury are: 
Martin Clark, Director, Camden Art Centre 
Cédric Fauq, Chief Curator, Capc Musée d’art contemporain de Bordeaux
Melanie Keen, Director, Wellcome Collection
Helen Nisbet, CEO & Artistic Director, Cromwell Place and Artistic Director, Art Night.

The jury is chaired by Alex Farquharson, Director, Tate Britain. This year’s Turner Prize will be awarded on 5 December, during a live broadcast on BBC television.

Turner Prize 2024 will be presented at TATE Britain.



Access Resources

We have developed a number of access resources to support your visit to Turner Prize 2023, and our team are on hand to help with any individual access needs you may have. Our resources include:

Sensory Bags
Sensory Bags containing aids for visitors such as ear defenders, fidget toys and Sunflower Lanyards are available. Sensory Bags can be used for the duration of your visit. Please return them before you leave.

Quiet Times
If a quiet space is needed during your visit please speak to a team member and we’ll be happy to facilitate.  We are also offering a number of bookable Quiet Time sessions.  See our website for details.




Visual Guide
Anna Farley, Associate Artist with Project Art Works, has created a visual guide to Turner Prize 2023. Anna makes work exploring her autism and co-occurring conditions, as well as attitudes in the UK towards disabilities. This guide includes sensory maps and access information, offering new ways to access the Turner Prize exhibitions. 

Audio Guide
VocalEyes, a charity dedicated to bringing art and culture to life for blind and visually impaired people, has developed audio descriptions of each space which will be available to download from November 2023.








Curator’s Note
Turner Prize 2023 is an opportunity to experience the works of four exceptional artists with remarkably different practices and approaches to making. 
Artists are actively producing work that reflects and responds to the world around them, including the social, economic, cultural and political issues of our time. 
Living through a global pandemic has had a profound impact on every generation, revealing the vulnerability of our soft mortal bodies, exposing inequalities and some of the deepest prejudices in our society. 
We’re still feeling the impact of those experiences, and this year’s Turner Prize exhibition reminds us that we must continue to examine the disparities in our communities, rethinking ideas of access, labour and what constitutes care.
The nominated artists are celebrated here for their distinct practices: Jesse Darling explores borders, bodies and exclusion through an installation of new and recent sculptures; Ghislaine Leung is interested in the time, labour and support structures required to make and maintain artworks; Rory Pilgrim and their collaborators illustrate how artmaking and creativity can buoy us up, keeping us afloat in challenging situations; and Barbara Walker’s sustained engagement with issues of race and representation results in monumental drawings of individuals affected by the Windrush scandal.
When viewing and thinking about their work, words like humanity and vulnerability are at the forefront of my mind. I hope that through sharing these exhibitions we can be guided by each of the artists, inspired by their work, encouraged to consider different perspectives, moved by their experiences and the stories of their sitters and collaborators.



Exhibition curated by: 
Noelle Collins, Exhibitions & Offsite Curator
Exhibition Team
Sam Pullen, Technical Manager
Emily Holmes, Collections & Exhibitions Coordinator
Hollie Douglas, Future Collect Curatorial Trainee
Corinne Farmer, Conservator 
Technicians: Hayley Ash, Nathan Barlex, Adam Burton, Matthew Coombes, Silvio Meier, Jonathan Murphy, Mike Newman, Chris Parker, Tom Penney, Rory Prout, Marie Roux, Ashley Sheekey, Gregory Smart, Adam Spain, Sebastian Thomas and Glen Walker.

Public Programme
Emily Medd, Commissions & Public Programme Curator
Learning and Engagement
Esther Collins, Head of Learning
Mollie Howells, Learning Curator - Children & Young People
Liz Corkhill, Skills & Opportunities Producer 
Thanks
Towner Eastbourne and Tate would like to thank Jesse Darling, Ghislaine Leung, Rory Pilgrim and Barbara Walker for creating their distinct, thoughtful and inspiring presentations. 
Special thanks to the public and private collections who have kindly loaned artworks to the exhibition: Arts Council Collection, Collection ABN AMRO, Collection Van Valen/Vingerling, Fries Museum, Gina Gibbons/Mark Jenkins, James Freedman/Anna Kissin, Modern Art Oxford, Reading Central Library and Sharjah Art Foundation.
Thanks to the artists galleries: Andriesse Eyck, Arcadia Missa, Cabinet, Chapter NY, Cristea Roberts Gallery, Galerie Molitor, Maureen Paley, Maxwell Graham/Essex Street and Sultana, Paris.




Associated Events
Artist Events: A series of four artist events, individually shaped in response to their practice, will take place at The Birley Centre, opposite Towner. 
Rory Pilgrim
Saturday 3 February, 3.00pm

Ghislaine Leung
Saturday 24 February, 3.00pm

Jesse Darling
Saturday 16 March, 3.00pm 

Barbara Walker
Saturday 6 April, 3.00pm
Ticketed, advance booking required. BSL interpretation is available.
Curator Talks
Insights into the Turner Prize exhibition from our curatorial team.
Wednesdays 11 Oct, 8 Nov, 13 Dec, 10 Jan, 14 Feb, 13 Mar, 2.00pm
Saturdays 25 Nov, 27 Jan, 30 Mar, 13 Apr, 2.00pm 
Free Admission

Half-term workshops 
Join artist Amy Leung for informal gallery-wide activities, exploring new, interactive ways of engaging with contemporary art. 
Selected dates during half-terms. Free, drop-in.





Late First Fridays 
Towner will be open until 8.00pm on the first Friday of each month. 
Fridays 6 Oct, 3 Nov, 1 Dec, 5 Jan, 2 Feb, 1 March, 5 Apr

Give it some Oomph!
Give it Some Oomph! is a bespoke resource developed by artist Richard Phoenix and a collective of Year 9 students from The Turing School. The resource is now being used to support our ambitious schools project which invites all Year 9 pupils in Eastbourne to visit the Turner Prize. The resource is available to download here:
 #Giveitsomeoomph!
 


Lunchtime Responses
Members of the wider Towner team share new perspectives, unique takes and personal stories about the varied works in the Turner Prize exhibition. 
Thursdays 19 Oct, 21 Dec, 22 Feb, 1.30pm 
Sundays 19 Nov, 21 Jan, 24 Mar, 1.30pm 
Free Admission
 
Eastbourne Alive
Eastbourne ALIVE is an ambitious and town-wide partnership project celebrating the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that Turner Prize 2023 offers. It encompasses a wide range of activities developed with cultural partners across the town and beyond, working together to catalyse lasting change.
Part of the programme includes a series of major artworks installed across public spaces in Eastbourne, including works by Michael Rakowitz, Nathan Coley, Helen Cammock and Eve De Haan. Please visit the Eastbourne ALIVE website for further information.
